inquiry into his behaviour as an infant. Indeed, even he, with all his sorry eagerness to arraign his earlier self, can only conclude that he shared the vices of infants in general. His earliest recollections refer, naturally, to his school-days. The Roman boy usually began to learn his letters at the age of five or six. Frequently the mother taught him first to identify the ivory letters, and draw the stile across the waxed tablet, and count the beads on the abacus. But if his father were not of the wealthy class that hired private tutors, he was soon conducted by his pedagogue (not the teacher, but the slave, who accompanied him to school) to the elementary school. The calculo or literator^ as the ' first master ' was called, earned a slender salary by his instructions in reading, writing, and arithmetic. An open porch, with perhaps sheets of canvas stretched from column to column at the sides, generally served as his establishment. There the little boys and girls sat together on the benches, and sang their f twice two are four'—that' odious refrain,' said Augustine, later—pretty much as they have done untils hereditary ; Augustine escaped it by becoming a teacher, and thus secured the liberty to dispose of his property, which was rigorously denied to the unhappyinto the lands of the
